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Women’s Economic Empowerment and Digital
Finance (WEE-DiFine) 

Women’s Economic Empowerment and Digital Finance (WEE-DiFine) is a multi-year

research initiative of BRAC Institute of Governance and Development (BIGD), Brac

University, in Dhaka, Bangladesh. WEE-DiFine supports rigorous quantitative,

qualitative, and mixed methods research studies that examine the causal links between

digital financial services (DFS) and women’s economic empowerment (WEE) in South

Asia, Sub-Saharan Africa, and Southeast Asia. 



BIG NEWS: Announcing the WEE-Connect Initiative 

BIGD is delighted to announce the launch of the Women’s Economic Empowerment and Digital
Connectivity Initiative (WEE-Connect)! Generously funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation,

WEE-Connect will leverage the framework established by the WEE-DiFine Initiative to create a
knowledge hub on digital connectivity and gender. Over the next three years, WEE-Connect will
competitively commission rigorous research that examines women’s access to digital information.

Moreover, WEE-Connect will deepen WEE-DiFine’s work to foster inclusive funding practices and
promote equal partnerships with Southern researchers and institutions. 

 
Join us for the virtual launch of the WEE-Connect Initiative on February 20th, 2024 at 10am EST/
3pm GMT/ 9pm BST! The WEE-Connect team will share more about the initiative, unveil our white

paper, and officially release our first request for proposals! 

Click Here to Register

Upcoming Requests for Proposals (RFPs) 

For the first time, BIGD will be releasing two simultaneous RFPs dedicated to advancing knowledge
on women’s economic empowerment. Both WEE-Connect and WEE-DiFine will accept large and

small grant proposals, valued at up to USD 500,000, for studies in Sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia,
and Southeast Asia. In advance of submission deadlines, the initiatives will be releasing various

resources to help teams build competitive proposals. Mark your calendars!

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpf--oqTgrH9Q6mOrvXrO9U9ZLvUNyY3Ox#/registration


Open to rigorous research proposals examining the intersection of digital connectivity and women’s

economic empowerment

Open to rigorous research proposals examining the intersection of digital financial services and women’s

economic empowerment

Project Updates

WEE-DiFine projects are advancing, pushing boundaries, and uncovering insights that will revolutionize
the way we understand women's economic empowerment through digital finance. 



Pathways to Women Empowerment through Smartphone-Enabled Digital

Finance

WEE-DiFine’s first funded study measures the causal impact of a government program that
distributed internet-enabled smartphones to rural households throughout Chhattisgarh, India. Findings

illustrate that women in self help groups (SHGs) are more likely to use their own phones and are
more likely to have heard of DFS, compared to similar women who are not members of SHGs.

Read the Study Profile

https://bigd.bracu.ac.bd/the-veil-as-armour-observations-from-the-clarissa-project-2/
https://bigd.bracu.ac.bd/study/pathways-to-women-empowerment-through-smartphone-enabled-digital-finance/


Empowering Women Domestic Workers: Qualitative
Investigation on the Impact of Digital Financial Services
(DFS) on Women’s Economic Empowerment in Nigeria

Using rigorous qualitative methods, researchers explored the relationship between the use of DFS and
the lived experiences of female domestic workers in Nigeria. Findings demonstrate that DFS

empowers female domestic workers by saving time, ensuring privacy and security of information, and
enabling a woman to enact her own preferences. 

Read the Study Profile

Understanding How Mental Accounting Impacts Women’s
Savings and Economic Empowerment

Researchers narrate how challenges in the field led the team to pivot from a quantitative survey to the
use of an innovative qualitative approach. By using photovoice, a participatory research method that
empowers individuals to share their stories through photographs, researchers were able to identify the

motivating principles that drove women’s financial behavior.

Read the Study Profile

Partner Opportunities: Save the Date

https://bigd.bracu.ac.bd/empowering-women-domestic-workers-qualitative-investigation-on-the-impact-of-digital-financial-services-dfs-on-womens-economic-empowerment-in-nigeria/
https://bigd.bracu.ac.bd/empowering-women-domestic-workers-qualitative-investigation-on-the-impact-of-digital-financial-services-dfs-on-womens-economic-empowerment-in-nigeria/
https://bigd.bracu.ac.bd/study/empowering-women-domestic-workers-qualitative-investigation-on-the-impact-of-dfs-on-womens-economic-empowerment-in-nigeria/
https://bigd.bracu.ac.bd/understanding-womens-financial-decision-making-insights-from-a-photovoice-study-in-india/
https://bigd.bracu.ac.bd/study/understanding-how-mental-accounting-impacts-womens-savings-and-economic-empowerment/


Join an all-star lineup of speakers, including Dr. Rachel Heath of the University of Washington at
#FinEquity2024 Annual Convening as they discuss how to measure the economic empowerment and
resilience gained by women through financial inclusion. Dr. Heath will also unveil findings from her

WEE-DiFine supported study!

Register Here!

Blogs in Spotlight: Insights on Women's Economic
Empowerment

Advancing Financial Inclusion for Women in Bangladesh Requires a Focus

on Financial Capability
By Leora Klapper and Kym Cole

This blog addresses Bangladesh's progress in financial inclusion and the existing gender gap in account
ownership. Highlighting the role of mobile money in enhancing women’s access to financial services, the

authors discuss the cultural, confidence, and cost barriers that hinder women's effective utilization of
DFS. The blog emphasizes the need for digitalization, gender-informed policies, and customer-centric

approaches for enhanced financial inclusion.

https://bigd.bracu.ac.bd/digital-financial-services-and-womens-empowerment-experimental-evidence-from-tanzania/
https://bigd.bracu.ac.bd/study/repaying-loans-with-mobile-money-impacts-on-female-microfinance-clients-in-tanzania/
https://worldbankgroup.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUlce-pqj0tHdTLAiWeUNg_ywmaSVUFK7mt#/registration
https://bigd.bracu.ac.bd/advancing-financial-inclusion-for-women-in-bangladesh-requires-a-focus-on-financial-capability/


Who Cares? Re�ections on Claudia Goldin’s Nobel Prize and Women’s Work

in Bangladesh

By Kate Brockie 
This blog explores Dr. Claudia Goldin's work on female labor force participation and how it intersects
with the Bangladeshi context. It delves into the evolution of women’s employment, particularly in the

ready-made garment (RMG) industry, impacting gender norms and employment trends. Kate discusses the
shift in women’s employment, the rise of home-based work, and the persistent challenges in balancing

care responsibilities with career opportunities.

https://www.facebook.com/BIGDBRACUniversity
https://www.linkedin.com/company/brac-institute-of-governance-and-development-bigd-brac-university/
https://twitter.com/BIGD_bracu
https://bigd.bracu.ac.bd/who-cares-reflections-on-claudia-goldins-nobel-prize-and-womens-work-in-bangladesh/

