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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to explore the social and economic dynamics that led to
and followed the eviction of Kallyanpur basti, home of some 1,675
families, demolished in December 2003. Information was collected
through participant observation, stakeholder perceptions and group
discussions. The process of eviction, actual demolition, reactions to the
eviction, and eventual settling down of the dwellers are narrated. The
initiators of the eviction were the local commissioner and the House
Building Research Institute of the government. The demolition was
successful in the face of collective protest of the slum dwellers due to the
commissioner’s collaboration with the leader of the slum dwellers. The
dwellers found that there was none to support them in the actual protest.
Although they had expected the NGO activists, their local leaders and
media to help them out, all of them betrayed. After eviction, some of the
dwellers left while others tried to stay. The living conditions were
adverse. Cold winter nights without proper housing and sanitation, police
raids and internal outbursts of violence led to severe suffering, including
death of some children. The Basti still exists. The ones who held on to
their land through all the troubles have rebuilt their houses. However, the
commissioner has retained a large portion of the land. The paper
emphasizes the need for collective will and planning on the part of all
stakeholders to make sure that future evictions are conducted more
effectively, making sure that the sufferings of the dwellers are minimized
and they are properly rehabilitated.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Slums emerged as a by product to meet the necessities of urban life. While
the needs for which these slum people are crucial to fulfill are appreciated,
the inconveniences of having slums in the towns are not. These slums,
viewed as centers of crimes, drug dealings and chaos, are the ‘disturbance’
of city life and, therefore, intolerable. This disliking manifests slum eviction
which leave the unskilled workers, rickshawpullers, petty traders and
sweeper of cities homeless. During eviction different stakeholders such as
the slum dwellers, evictor government or private sector, non-governmental
organization (NGO) working in the slums, political parties take different
stances. Their respective roles are not always the same and their interests are
not static either. Our general wisdom about the slum life and the
consequences of slum eviction is limited to the media reports which often, if
not entirely, fail to reflect the perspective of the slum dwellers. Therefore,
the statements of those who are being evicted needs to be taken into account
to have a fuller understanding of the dynamics of slum eviction.

With this objective, the study was conducted at Kallyanpur slum during
eviction that started on 22 December 2003. Extensive interviews with the
slum people were conducted to get into their own perspectives on the whole
eviction drive. Participant observation has also proved to be a very useful
tool for this purpose. Interviews with the leaders of slum dwellers,
government and NGO staff working in slums and people associated with the
eviction gave a finer picture of eviction. This paper also have some general
discussions on the slum life to make the stories of eviction more complete.
The main points of this paper are as follows:

Prevalent idea about slums are that the dwellers are floating residents, they
are involved in criminal activities, create social problems such as drugs,
pollute city environment and hindrance to development. This sot of mindset
generate support for slum eviction. However, they are key ingredients to the
rise of cities like Dhaka. The usual claim that they live at slums by illegally
occupying the land is a gross mistake since per square feet rent in slums are
much higher than the rents prevalent even in posh areas of Dhaka.

Slum evictions never take into account the constitutional rights of the
residents and the guidelines in different international treaties or national
policies are regularly disregarded. Usual tools of eviction are setting fire to
the houses, beating the residents by police force or hired hooligans,



plundering their belongings which all violate human rights putting our
conscience at stake.

The Kallayanpur slum was first established by the victims of river erosion
from Bhola about 18 years ago. Since then this has regularly been subject to
eviction and destruction by fire. However, the residents have managed to
reestablish the slum sometimes with help from government and private
sector and sometimes by their own efforts. This regularity in rise and fall
have created a unique power structure within and around the slum. The
political parties have interest in only the votes of the dwellers. People
associated with the party in power controls the slum and take ‘service
charge’ for providing ‘security’ to the dwellers and resolving conflicts.

Though the local political leaders demonstrate their position as a guard to
the interest of the slum dwellers, in practice they are agent of evictors. The
NGOs operating there fails to take any stance as they are also marginalized
by the dominance of slum leaders. Their activity during eviction is limited to
preventing their office equipment from plundering.

Eviction not only make the dwellers homeless but also lose their livelihood.
Besides the destruction of water and sewerage, the professions like small
trading, rickshaw pulling, autorickshaw driving become unstable. In the
long-run, they have lesser acceptance since frequent eviction creates
instability in their life.

Life after eviction is simply miserable for the evicted though the local city
people are happy with improved utility because these are no more supplied
to the slum. The evicted people have to spend all that they are left with to
find a place to live and become subject to extortion. While the search goes
on, sanitation becomes the most crucial problem and specially for the
women. In the new place, it is not very easy to find work either. For the lack
of education facilities for their kids and in needs of financial services, they
feel the absence of the NGOs.

This study demonstrates the general wisdom of eviction and reconstruction.
There are lot of things happening in between. The dwellers become united to
prevent the eviction. Their efforts of expressing their concern to the prime
minister and leader of the opposition unsurprisingly fail. Some letters are
also sent to them hoping for some support. Hopelessness force them to
believe in fiction of some supernatural saviors.They also take ‘weapon of the
weak’ such as naming dogs by the names of leaders of evictors.
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DSK (Dustha Water & Sanitation Plan International
Shahstha Kendra)
URBAN Community Development War on Want (UK)

Program, Microcredit,

Urban Housing
SUROVI Formal School (01) Plan International
GSS School for Garments (International Labour

Worker’s Children Organization, MOU)
BRAC Child Education BRAC
MARIE STOPES  One Clinic (MCH) Department for GoB
CLINIC SOCIETY International Development

Asian Development Bank

RADDA Clinic (MCH) Urban Primary Health Care GoB
BARNEN Project (UPHCP)
FULKI Education FULKI
PROSHIKA Microcredit, Child Department for

Education, Human International Development

Development, Sanitation, Canadian International
Social Mobilization, Safe  Development Agency
Drinking Water, Disability NORAD, European Union

& Development Works

etc.
DCC (Dhaka City Sanitation and Sewerage  Dhaka City Corporation GoB
Corporation)
SS (Safe Save) Microcredit Safe Save
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